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You might be asking, "Why homeschooling? Would it work for my family? Will I succeed? Will my children benefit from the 
prepared home environment rather than a social school system? And, why would I homeschool the Montessori way when I 
cannot even spell the word ‘Montessori'?" 

To me, the answer is simple: I look at the opportunity to homeschool my children as a blessing because, frankly, I wish to 
spend every minute of my day with them. Secondly, I want them to inherit a part of me, aside from the physical, through my 
teachings and views, and I want to be the one to touch their hearts, mold their spirits and nurture their minds. Xo, Anya 

All set then, but you may ask … 
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Within the child, lies the fate of the future ...Whoever touches the life of the child, 
touches the most sensitive point of a whole, which has roots in the most distant 

past and climbs towards the infinite future. ~ Dr. Montessori ”
“

WHY MONTESSORI?
Many years ahead of her time, Maria Montessori (1870-1952), an Italian physician, teacher, and innovator, was acclaimed for her 
eponymous educational method, which builds on the way children learn naturally. Dr. Montessori developed a theory of education that 
continues to thrive more than a century after she opened, in 1907, her first Montessori school - the Casa dei Bamini, or Children House ~ in 
the poverty-stricken slums of San Lorenzo district of Rome. Subsequently, she traveled the world and wrote extensively about her 
approach to education, attracting many devotees. Today, there are more than 20,000 Montessori schools throughout the world in at least 
110 countries. Noticing how children, in an adult-dominated world, were challenged by the expectation to behave like adults, this amazing, 
smart and brave woman with immense love and respect for children is responsible for many didactic materials which remain unchanged 
for a hundred years and, among many other things, the revolutionary introduction of child-size furniture.

Dr. Montessori used the term "scientific pedagogy" to explain her continued research and observations of young children.  This child-
centered educational approach is based on scientific observations of children from birth to adulthood. Dr. Montessori’s Method has been 
time-tested, with over 100 years of success in diverse cultures throughout the world. It is a view of the child as one who is naturally eager 
to acquire knowledge and capable of initiating learning in a supportive, thoughtfully prepared learning environment. It is an approach that 
values the human spirit and the development of the whole child—physical, social, emotional, cognitive.  

As such, Dr. Maria Montessori is the founder of the world-renowned educational curriculum called The Montessori Method - a way of 
learning that encompasses not only academic subjects but also covers many aspects of life, rooting in fostering of independence and 
following the child. “We do not see him as almost everyone else does, as a helpless little creature lying with folded arms and outstretched 
body, in his weakness. We see the figure of the child who stands before us with his arms held open, beckoning humanity to follow.” - Dr. 
Maria Montessori. 

"Follow the Child" is one of the most important premises on which the Montessori method is based, reminding us to “follow the child” 
and to trust in the child's own internal developmental timeline, which guides an activity or an action for a reason. This premise reminds us 
to seek answers beyond the child's behavior or failure to reach some milestones they do not even know they have to reach. Following the 
child means recognizing and respecting each child's uniqueness and own individuality, aptitudes, passions, needs, strengths and 
weaknesses and teaching accordingly. If your child does not like to write, try observing what does s/he love: does s/he like the sensory 
play? Then offer to trace in the sand, salt, sugar, flour, or even erase letters with water. To “follow your child” is to observe, recognize and 
accept the child in all the way and work with the child!

The beauty of The Montessori Method is that it is so much more than a type of education — it is a mindful shift of consciousness from 
what the educator wants to what the child needs ... "The things he sees are not just remembered; they form a part of his soul." — Maria 
Montessori.

So, embark with me on this wholesome homeschooling journey and watch your child’s independence, motivation and concentration grow, 
nurturing the love of learning and enriching the mind.
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Maria Montessori, 

A Woman Many Years Ahead Of Her Time …

A physician, scientist, and educator, she was also a visionary, a humanitarian, and a philosopher! 

Through her scientific observation, she became an educational innovator and a maverick ~ a Woman Who Changed the World!  

Born in 1870 in Italy, Maria Montessori became the country’s first female doctor. In her medical practice, she observed how children learn NATURALLY 
from what surrounds them in their environment. She also recognized that children acquire information about the world through sensorial experiences and 
hands. “He does it with his hands, by experience, first in play and then through work. The hands are the instruments of man’s intelligence.”  

Using her scientific observation as a physician gained from her work with young children, Dr. Montessori designed a series of didactic educational 
materials that matched children’s developmental needs. These materials allowed children to learn skills independently, naturally reaching their 
developmental milestones. Thus, in 1907 the first Montessori school, Casa de Bambini was opened. Great emphasis was made on the carefully prepared 
environment equipped with what children needed to grow and learn. Such an environment fostered children’s natural desire to learn, provided children 
can have freedom of choice. The materials that were a part of that first classroom almost 115 years ago are still used in Montessori schools and homes 
around the world today. 

• Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in Chiaravalle, Italy, and died in 1952 in Noordwijk, The Netherlands.

• Encouraged by her mother to continue with her education despite her father's disapproval, she became the first 
woman medical doctor in Italy, receiving a medical degree from the University of Rome in 1896. 

• Early in her career, she started working as a pediatrician in a psychiatric hospital for "deficient" children in the 
slums of Rome. With inspiration from the research of Seguin, Itard, and Froebel, she began creating educational 
equipment and developing her teaching methods for children who were considered unteachable. The results of 
her teachings were highly accomplishing! 

• Following her success with special-needs children, Dr. Montessori was asked to create a school for "normal" 
children. Thus, she opened the first Montessori school: Casa dei Bambini (Children's House) in the poverty-
stricken San Lorenzo district of Rome on January 6, 1907. She designed lessons and equipment to help children 
develop their muscles, care for the environment (Practical Life), and educate the senses (Sensorial Materials). 
She also created innovative materials for language, math, history, geography, and science. These didactic 
materials remain relevant to this day, helping children learn skills from the simple to complicated, and from the 
concrete to abstract. As a result of her teachings, the children dramatically changed. They learned to take care of 
themselves as well as their school while being exposed to lessons and tools that taught them how to succeed in 
life.

• Dr. Montessori's careful observations also led her to develop theories on how children learn best. Her ground-breaking discoveries of a young child's 
naturally absorbent mind and innate love of purposeful work and learning led her to give students freedom within a carefully prepared environment 
equipped with what they needed to grow and learn. Most important was her belief in cultivating a respectful attitude toward the child.

• In this environment, children were introduced to activities and then allowed to choose to participate or 
not. Dr. Montessori thus learned by observing children which activities were appropriate and desired and 
which served little purpose. 

• Her observations led her to theories on how children learn best and many of her “discoveries” are well-
accepted in early childhood education today. Dr. Montessori used the term "scientific pedagogy" to 
explain her continued study, research, and observations of young children. Her training as a scientist 
allowed her to observe children with an eye to recognizing their intrinsic needs. 

• Word of her work spread as she gave lectures about her discoveries. Other schools were opened in Italy 
and she held her first training course for teachers in 1909. That year her first book, The Montessori 
Method, was published.

• By 1911, the Montessori system of education had spread around the world - to the United States, 
Argentina, England, Switzerland, Mexico, and Korea, to name a few.
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• During her trip to the United States in 1915, Dr. Montessori's "glass classroom" allowed attendees at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in 
San Francisco to see children at work. During this visit, she also trained teachers and addressed the National Educational Association (NEA).

• Dr. Montessori continued to teach courses throughout Europe and expand her influence over the next 20 years. As political situations changed before 
and during World War II, she moved from Italy to Spain, then to the Netherlands. While giving a three-month course in India in the summer of 1939, 
Italy entered the war with Germany as an ally. Montessori and her son were held in India by the English as "alien enemies" until the war was over. 
Fortunately, she was allowed to continue her work in India, training those who came from around the world to learn her ground-breaking educational 
system.

• In 1946 Dr. Montessori moved back to Amsterdam, which enabled her to help re-establish her schools throughout Europe. She expanded her theories 
to include adolescents and infants, stressing that children are the future and our hope for peace.

• Maria Montessori was nominated for the Nobel Peace prize in 1949, 1950, and 1951.

• Having lived through two world wars, Montessori continued to lecture and write about the importance of education in promoting peace. With interest 
and support from Gandhi, Freud, Edison, Graham Bell, among others, she was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize three times. She continued to 
lecture and give training courses until her death in 1952. At the last International Montessori Congress in May, 1951, Dr. Montessori closed the session 
by stating, "The highest honor and the deepest gratitude you can pay me is to turn your attention from me in the direction in which I am pointing - to 
The Child.”

• Dr. Montessori traveled the world and wrote extensively about her scientifically-based approach to education. During this journey, she attracted many 
devotees, and there are now thousands of Montessori schools in countries worldwide. 

• Maria Montessori passed away in 1952, yet her legacy lives on in the many Montessori environments around the world.
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